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God.1 It is organized like the ancient mendicant or-
ders, in convents, apportioned into provinces, each
under a superior; the general governs the whole so-
ciety, and is in the service of the pope. But the organi-
zation is more severely ruled than are the other orders.
The Jesuits, besides the three vows usually taken by
the monks, take the vow of obedience to the pope.

The great innovation, which has made the Jesuits
so powerful, is the organization of a system of spiritual
exercises, a method of training the soldier of Christ
in the faith and in obedience. These exercises, "by
which they learn how to vanquish self," have in view
the detachment from the things of this world, for the
novice who is about to enter the Society, and to pre-
pare him to become a good soldier of the faith. The
novice must meditate five hours a day, for some weeks,
alone, in his cell, without seeing any one from the out-
side, without speaking to any friar or monk, without
reading or writing anything that does not relate to the
meditations of the day. He must represent to himself
in imagination the things pertaining to religion; "for
example, a mountain on which are Jesus Christ and the
Virgin, or again Christ with the saints and the angels
in a large field near Jerusalem, and in front of them
Lucifer, chief of the impious, or in another field near
to Babylon placed upon a seat of fire and smoke, horri-
ble to contemplate."

When the novice comes to meditate on hell, "the
first point is to contemplate through imagination the

1 Ad majorem Dei gloriam, is the device of the "Society of
Jesus:" it is put in the form of the initials, A. M, D. G, at the
head of every book written by a Jesuit,